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Invite
Catechist Tips: Special Terms

The mystery of the Trinity reminds the faithful of their limited ability to understand God.

The term Trinity, from the Latin word meaning “three,” was coined around a.d. 200.●

The Church needed two centuries and three ecumenical councils to agree on proper Trinitarian●

terminology to be used in expounding this mystery.

Catechist Tips: Holy Trinity

Have the children turn in their student books to page 90. Invite a child to read the definition of Holy
Trinity. Note the word mystery. Explain that even though we can use all kinds of examples to try to
understand the Trinity not one of them says it all. It is still a mystery of faith. Have the children turn in
their Student Edition to page 88. Invite a child to read the definition of mystery. Emphasize that faith
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is the virtue that helps us believe what we do not understand.

Chapter Story: Guidance on the Journey

Use this poem after the opening prayer, before explaining the Holy Trinity as a community of love.
• Ask the children to close their eyes and visualize the scene as you read aloud the poem.
• Have the children draw what they pictured while listening.
• After connecting God’s loving care with the community of love apparent in the Trinity, transition
back to the lesson instruction.

Guidance on the Journey

God, the Father, you created us

and set us on the path of life.

God, the Son, you redeemed us

and show us where and how to walk.

God, the Holy Spirit, you strengthened us

and prepare us for the road ahead.

Father, Son, and Spirit—One,

guide us as the road blocks come.

Help us find our way back home.

Discover
Catechist Tips: Images of the Spirit

For centuries the standard symbol of the Holy Spirit in Christian art has been a dove.

The Scripture passage reveals why.●

All four Gospels report that when Jesus was at the Jordan River with John, the Spirit of God was seen●

to descend on Jesus in the form of a dove.

Catechist Tips: Stay Hopeful

Give the children these pointers on keeping the virtue of hope alive in difficult times:

Try not to worry; put yourself in God’s hands.●

Find one positive thing you can do, and do it.●

Choose companions who will encourage you, not criticize you.●

Catechist Tips: John the Baptist’s Testimony to Jesus

Review “John the Baptist’s Testimony to Jesus” on page 90. Emphasize the importance of the mystery
of the Trinity—three Persons but only one God—in our faith. Let each student choose one Person of
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the Trinity to write a prayer to. Read them aloud in the order of The Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit.

Live
Catechist Tips: Be Real

Remind the children that they can practice faith, hope, and love even in small actions in their
everyday lives.

Point out examples of virtues in action when you see them in the classroom.●

Encourage the children to find ways of practicing the virtues that are suitable to their situations,●

abilities, and age.


