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Invite
Catechist Tips: Kingdom of God

The Church teaches that the proclamation of the Kingdom of God was the central focus of Jesus'
preaching. Jesus, himself, through his Death on the Cross and his Resurrection, accomplished the
coming of God's Kingdom. (CCC 541-542). The Kingdom of God is a mystery that we cannot fully
understand with human intelligence. It is a mystery. We get hints of it in the stories (parables) of
Jesus and in his healing and forgiving actions which we are called to continue.

Today we are going to talk about proclaiming the Kingdom of God. Let's take a look at one
of the Catholic Faith Words for this chapter.

Direct the children to turn to page 132. Ask a volunteer to read aloud the definition of Kingdom of God.
Discuss the description:

What do you think the signs of the Kingdom of God are today? Where is there justice, love
and peace? Why do you think we believe the Kingdom is present but not yet? What role
can we play in proclaiming the Kingdom? Where can we be more loving, just, and
peacemaking?

Explain that Jesus told people about the Kingdom by using stories called parables which they will be
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learning about today and also by performing miracles which helped people actually see and feel what
God's Kingdom is like. It is a Kingdom of healing and forgiveness.

Chapter Story: A Good Story

Use this story after the opening prayer, before explaining the Good News of God’s Kingdom.
• Have the children share their favorite types of stories with a partner. Discuss what makes a good
book hard to put down.
• Ask the group to come up with other ways of sharing messages.
• After connection various story messages with the message of God’s Kingdom, transition back to the
lesson instruction.

A Good Story

Jonathan walked into the living room to find KJ sprawled on the couch with a book. “Want to watch
some TV?”

“Nah,” KJ replied without looking up. “I’m reading.”

Jonathan looked over at the book in his brother’s hands. “Haven’t you read that one before?”

“Yeah,” KJ said, “but it’s one of my favorites. It’s a really good story with lots of action and some
pretty cool characters.”

“I don’t get it,” Jonathan said. “How can you read a book when you already know the ending?”

“You do the same thing with the movies you watch over and over,” KJ explained. “It’s kind of a bonus
to know it has a good ending. But I get to enjoy the rest of the story all over again.”

Discover
Catechist Tips: Parables

Jesus' parables usually feature people with whom a rural audience would have been
acquainted—landlords, stewards, farmers, and shepherds.

Parables are meant to challenge the worldview of the audience.●

Knowing how Jesus' hearers would have expected familiar figures to act can help students grasp a●

parable's meaning.

Catechist Tips: Familiarize the Setting

Urban or suburban fifth-graders may have real difficulty relating to the agricultural worldview of
parables.

Have the children suggest alternatives for the characters and settings of the parables.●

Workers in the vineyard could be factory workers or day laborers, and the road to Jericho could be a●

subway or an interstate highway.

Catechist Tips: God's Kingdom Is Like...

Set several types of art materials on a table. Organize a large group into pairs. Tell the children that in
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the next few minutes each pair is to come up with its own story or image of what God's Kingdom is
like. Direct their attention to the supplies on the table. Encourage them to use images, ideas, and
symbols. Tell them they can use visual arts or write a poem, skit, or story.

Afterward, have a few volunteers share their creations with the group. Discuss why there are so many
ideas of what God's Kingdom is like?


