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Invite
Catechist Tips: The Church

The Church teaches that Church unity is expressed in the images of the Body of Christ and the People
of God (CCC 776).

Gather the young people in a circle. Ask them to come up with as many images, synonyms, or
symbols of unity they can think of. Write them on the board or chart paper. Then ask them to come
up with as many images, synonyms, or symbols of disunity they can think of. Write them on the board
or chart paper.

Ask young people to turn to the Catholic Faith Words feature on page 159. Invite a volunteer to read
aloud the definitions of Marks of the Church. Point out that two of those marks: one and catholic, refer
to unity. One, we are united in faith, and catholic, we are united to all people who believe in Jesus.
Explain that apostolic refers to the fact that we can trace our beginnings back to the Apostles, and
holy means we are of God.
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Invite a volunteer to read Body of Christ. Explain that this image encourages us as individuals and a
community to live out our baptismal calling and mission to do the things Jesus did to help the
Kingdom come. We are a called to be a People of God by Jesus in Baptism. The Holy Spirit lives in us
as individuals, and as a community, and makes us holy.

Chapter Story: Stand Together

Use this story after the opening prayer, before explaining what it means to do the right thing.
• Ask the children if they have ever stood up for something they believed in. Discuss how speaking up
is not always easy.
• After connecting taking a public stand with the Church’s mission of unity, transition back to the
lesson instruction.

Stand Together

One day, a group of teenagers of one race attacked a person of a different race who happened to be
in their neighborhood. This sign of pointless hatred shocked the community. Local churches and other
religious groups published a full-page response in the local paper. It read:

We stand together against every expression of hate. We are committed to building a world where love
and respect are shown to all people. Join us in standing for what is right and just.

Discover
Catechist Tips: Images of the Church in Scripture

Have the children find these passages.

Body of Christ—1 Corinthians 12:12-27●

Pilgrim People—2 Corinthians 5:1-7●

Bride of Christ—Ephesians 5:25-32●

People of God—1 Peter 2:9-10●

Glossary Activity: Marks of the Church

Distribute art materials to the groups, and invite each to design a logo for the Catholic Church.

The logo should be based either on all four Marks of the Church or on the mark of unity.●

Give the children time to brainstorm and sketch.●

Ask the groups to share their work.●

Live
Catechist Tips: Prayer for Christian Unity

The various Christian denominations have agreed on an official prayer for Christian unity.

As a research project, invite the children to locate this prayer on the Internet. Then have them pray●

it together.


