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Invite
Catechist Tips: Sin

The Church teaches that evil is the result of humans' turning away from God's goodness (CCC 377).
There are different categories of sin (CCC 1852-1853): Original Sin which is the source of evil and the
sin of the first humans; personal or actual sins which are the sins committed by individuals. Personal
sins, depending on their seriousness are either mortal or venial (CCC 1854-1864).

Gather the children. Ask, When you think of evil what do you think about? How would you tell
a first grader about evil? What does the word evil spell backward? Why is evil a mystery?
(Accept all reasonable responses.)

Invite a volunteer to read the descriptions of mortal and venial sin. Emphasize that the difference
between them is that mortal sin is so serious it cuts a person off from God, while venial sin is less
serious and weakens but does not destroy one's relationship to God.
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Chapter Story: A Path of Destruction

Use this story after the opening prayer, before discussing evil.
• Ask the children to name other destructive forces in nature, and have them share their own
experiences with natural disasters.
• Tell the children that God wants us to care for ane another during times of crisis.
• After connecting physical “evil” with moral evil, or sin, transition back to the lesson instruction.

A Path of Destruction

Even if the only tornadoes you’ve ever seen were the ones from the movie Twister or the one that
swept Dorothy and Toto away in The Wizard of Oz, you know that a tornado is one of the most
destructive of all weather-related events. A tornado can cut a path of destruction up to one mile wide
and 400 miles long! If you live in an area that experiences many tornadoes, radio and television
channels will give you regular updates to help you be safe during dangerous weather.

Discover
Catechist Tips: Childhood Depression

Be sensitive to the fact that some children may be experiencing profound grief, anger, or depression.

Be familiar with school, parish, and community pastoral care and mental health resources.●

Follow parish policy for intervention when children act out, become withdrawn, or seem preoccupied●

with negative thoughts.

Catechist Tips: Follow Jesus

This Scripture passage on page 191 is very brief but very important. We do not have to follow Adam
and choose to do what is wrong. We can be obedient to Christ and do what is right. Divide the
children into small groups. Let each group make up a story with two endings. Have them fold a sheet
of paper in half and in dark colors illustrate the wrong decision and in bright colors show the child
doing the right thing. Label the dark colors "Follow Adam." Label the bright colors "Follow Jesus."

Glossary Activity: Sin

Invite the children to think of movies in which a basically good character commits a bad act. Ask
these questions:

Was the person aware that the act was wrong?●

Why did the person go ahead and act wrongly?●

How serious was the sin?●

What good choice(s) could the person have made?●

 

Live
Catechist Tips: Lament
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The children may be surprised to learn that lamenting—airing one’s anger, grief, and loneliness in
prayer—can be an important spiritual skill. Remind them that...

in prayer, as in any communication, emotional honesty is important.●

airing negative feelings can help the children let go of them and begin the movement toward hope●

and joy.


