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Invite 

Catechist Edition Instruction 

Invite 

Let Us Pray 

Say: Today's reading from Romans is proclaimed at the Easter Vigil as the Church gets ready to baptize new 

members. Baptism is the Sacrament that washes us in the waters of salvation and makes us adopted children of 

God. Through Baptism we die and rise with Christ. 

Scripture 

Guide the children through the process of Scripture reflection. 

• Invite them to close their eyes, be still, and open their minds and hearts to what God is saying to them in this 

passage. 

• Proclaim the Scripture. 

• Maintain several moments of silence. 

• Ask: What did you hear God say to you today? 

• Invite to share. 

What Do You Wonder? 

Say: Baptism gives you a share in God's life. God's grace is a gift, but you must cooperate with grace. Invite the 

children to respond to the questions. Ask what else they might wonder about Baptism. 

Catechist Tips: Communal Initiation 

In the early centuries of Christianity, the Christian community played an important role in the process of Christian 

Initiation. 

● By the fifth century, the community’s role lessened greatly and the preparation for initiation usually occurred 

privately. 

● The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults restored the role of the Christian community in initiating people into 

the Church. 

Chapter Story: Welcome 

Use this story after the opening prayer, before sharing how Baptism makes us adopted children of God. 

• What would you tell a new family member to make him or her feel at home? What else could you do to 

make people feel welcome? 
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Welcome 

When his family adopted Justin, Derek was excited to begin teaching Justin about the family. Derek shared some 

of the family rules and traditions. He told Justin about everyone’s favorite games and where the family usually 

went for breakfast on Sunday mornings after Mass. He even shared things like who would bring the salad on 

holidays, who would bring the rolls, and who made an awesome pumpkin pie. Derek never really realized before 

how much he knew about his family and how much fun it was to share their customs with a new family member. 

Discover 

Objectives 

• Identify the Sacraments of Initiation. 

• Describe the Sacrament of Baptism as a participation in the role of Jesus as priest, prophet, and king. 

• Recognize that through the Seven Sacraments, God shares his divine life with us. 

• Begin to appreciate the need for conversion. 

Sacraments of Initiation 

What new life is given in Baptism? 

• Review what it means to share in Christ's ministries of Priest, Prophet, and King. 

The New Life of Grace 

Have the children silently read the text to learn about the effects of Baptism. 

• Point out how “dying” to sin and “rising” to new life connects us to Christ. 

Scripture 

Proclaim the Scripture passage. 

Grace and Conversion 

Read aloud the text. 

• Emphasize that God gives grace to people because he loves them. 

• Conversion results when people accept God's grace and live a Christian life. 

Baptism gives us a share in God's life; Confirmation and Eucharist help us sustain this new life. God's grace is a gift, 

but we must cooperate with grace by turning away from sin. 

  

Discover (2) 

Objective 

• Understand that the Church welcomes new adult members (and some children) through the RCIA process. 

. 
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United to Christ and to the Church 

• Read aloud the first paragraph of Jeremy's story. 

• Point out the corresponding artwork on the page. 

Becoming an Elect 

Please read the text silently. 

• You may need to help the children with the pronunciation of the word catechumen (cat eh KYU men), and go 

over the definition from page 202. 

★Please underline how Jeremy's sponsor showed support for him. 

• Point out the definition for the word sponsor on page 202. 

Quick Review 

Adults and older children who were not baptized as infants prepare for the Sacraments of Initiation through the 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

Catechist Tips: The Easter Vigil 

Since the RCIA was reestablished in 1972, it has again become the norm in the Latin Rite Church for unbaptized 

adults and children of catechetical age who have reached the age of reason to celebrate all three Sacraments of 

Initiation at the Easter Vigil. In the Eastern Church, these Sacraments have never been separated. 

Catechist Tips: Death of the Old Self 

In Romans 6:10-11, Paul states that these two events transform every Christian. 

● When one is baptized, one is “buried” with the Lord. 

● By accepting the death of the old self, bound to sin, the Christian becomes capable of receiving the new life 

won by Christ’s Resurrection. (See Romans 6:3–4, 6.) 

 

Catechist Tips: Choose Good Friends 

The skill of choosing good friends can contribute to the children’s growth in faith. 

● Remind them that choosing friends who share their values is a good way to avoid negative peer pressure and 

promote positive examples. 

● Encourage the children to remember that their friends, like their family members and parish ministers, are part 

of their faith community. 

● Have them study the promises their parents made for them at their Baptism. 

Do you reject Satan, all his works, and all his empty promises? 

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, and life everlasting? 

   


