
Lesson 10: My Parish 
Lesson Goal-  The children will have an opportunity to learn about their own parish community. 

Key Points-  * My parish is my neighborhood family of Catholics.   * The pastor is the priest who is 
the leader of the parish.                

Suggestions: 

* Look over the Lesson 10 Activity Sheet to familiarize yourself with this week’s lesson.   

  * Share this week’s scripture story from a part of the Bible called the Acts of the Apostles.  It is 
based on Matthew 18:15-20.   After Jesus went back to Heaven,  his Apostles taught many people 
about Jesus and how he wants us to live.  These people did as Jesus asked.  They ate meals together, 
prayed together, and shared everything they had so that everyone had what they needed. They felt 
God’s great love, and they were happy!  We are followers of Jesus, too.  Our parish, Divine Mercy, is a 
neighborhood family of Catholics.  Like Jesus’ Apostles, we also share food (at communion or 
through food donations), pray together (at mass or in class), and share what we have (some 
examples: during the collection at Mass, gift donations during the holidays, and sharing of our gifts 
and talents).   Take this time to discuss ways you and your child can serve our parish family.   Singing 
and praying aloud, sharing what we have learned, and caring for one another are some good 
examples.  

*  Help your child to complete the My Parish Family activity in the Setting the Family Table circle.  
Point out the priest in the illustration, and explain that Jesus has called a helper called a pastor to 
serve and lead each Church parish.  Father Robert Cooper is the pastor of Divine Mercy Parish.  We 
can see him in Mass wearing special clothing or vestments.  Outside of Mass, we may see him in a 
black shirt with a white collar. He knows a lot about God because he loves him.  He is a gift to us 
and our parish.  Along with Father Luis Duarte,  Father Cooper celebrates Mass, baptizes, and 
teaches.  It is a very big job, and many helpers are needed.  These helpers are a true gift to our 
parish, and they include our four deacons,  our altar servers, our readers,  our musicians,  and our 
Director of Religious Education, Jacques Delouche, to name a few.   

*

A.  ALLELU! KINDERGARTEN 



*

*

* Additional suggested activity:  Take some time to read the names of our  parish priests, deacons 
and staff found on the front page of our weekly parish bulletin.  If you don’t have a printed one,  
you can easily find it on our parish website or in the attachment.  

* Pray the Mealtime Prayer as a family, and Through the Week, visit our parish’s website and talk 
about all the different things our parish does to help others. Ask the Ask Me! questions, and review 
the answers, if needed.  

* Introduce your child to St. Lydia, the Saint of the Week.  Lydia was a prayerful businesswoman 
who learned about Jesus and his love for us from Saint Paul. St. Paul  helped her to see that Jesus 
was God, and she became one of the first followers of Jesus known as Christians.  Lydia and her 
whole family and workers were baptized. She welcomed Paul and other travelers to stay at her 
home.  And, her home became a place for more of Jesus’ followers to gather, pray, and learn.  

In closing, Let us pray:  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

We praise and bless you, Jesus,  for the gifts of our priests, deacons, sisters, and all who serve the 
Church.  Thank you for our talents as well.  May we use them to serve the Church and community.   

Make the sign of the cross together, or bless your child by tracing it on his or her forehead. 

Have a blessed week, 

Lisa Salzer 
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