
Lesson 9: Welcome to God’s Family 

Lesson Goal- Baptism will be presented as a welcoming to God’s family, the Church.  The children 
will identify signs used in Baptism, especially the pouring of water.  

Key Points-  * When we are baptized, we become part of God’s family, the Church.     * A baptismal 
candle, special oil called Sacred Chrism, a white garment, and especially the pouring of water are all 
things we see when someone is baptized. 

Suggestions: 

* Look over the Lesson 9 Activity Sheet to familiarize yourself with this week’s lesson.                   

* Sit down with your child and read this week’s scripture story about Jesus’ baptism by St. John the 
Baptist in the River Jordan.  After he was baptized, the sky seemed to open and the Holy Spirit 
came down to Jesus.  The voice of God the Father was heard saying, “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” God the Father’s words help us to think about God’s family. When we 
were baptized, we became a part of God’s family, too.  Baptism is a wonderful time when through 
God’s grace and the action of the Holy Spirit, a person becomes part of God’s family! Sometimes 
grown-ups and children get baptized, and often babies get baptized. 

* Setting the Family Table with the Activity Sheet, guide your child through the “We Become a Part of 
God’s Family, the Church!” activity in the circle.  Point out that the water, Sacred Chrism, white 
garment and candle are all symbols we see when someone is baptized.  Explain that we use 
symbols to feel closer to God.  Symbols give us a way to understand God better and talk to God.  
We use holy oil (Sacred Chrism) at Baptism because people know it lasts.  The priest or deacon 
who is baptizing puts his thumb in the container, gets some of the Sacred Chrism, and makes a 
little cross on the person’s forehead.  It becomes a sign to help us understand that this person is 
now marked forever by God’s love.  It also means that this person is asked to do God’s work in the 
world.   

A.  ALLELU! KINDERGARTEN 



* Water cleans us. It makes us “new” again. In Baptism, it helps us see that the person is starting a 
new life in the family of God.  Using a shell, the holy water is poured on top of the person’s head 
three times as these words are said: I Baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  Putting on white clothing like the white garment helps us see Baptism as starting 
something new.  We think too that we are “putting on Jesus,” because we are so very close to Jesus.  
Every person baptized gets a baptismal candle. We talk about Jesus being the light of the world.  
Now the baptized person is in God’s family, so he or she has the light of Christ.  All of these 
symbols are very special to us. So is being a part of God’s family! 

* Pray the Mealtime Prayer together as a family, and Through the Week, pray an extra prayer asking 
God to help us trust in him always. 

* Ask your child the Ask Me! Questions to see if he/she has learned the answers. If not, give a hint, 
and review the questions again later.  

* Introduce the Saint of the Week,  Saint (Mother) Teresa of Calcutta. Teresa was a religious sister 
who loved God and spent her life helping others.  She treated all people, both rich and poor, with 
respect and love because they were all God’s children. She helped people who had no homes or 
food. She cared for the sick and dying who had no family to be with them. Teresa said, “God is 
close to you. Just keep the lamp burning and you will always see him.” 

* Additional suggestions:  Help your child complete and color the attached “My Baptism”  activity 
sheet. 

* In closing, let us pray :  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.                                                                                                             

* Lord, thank you for your gift of Baptism and for sending the Holy Spirit to live in us.  Help us to 
grow in goodness.  Amen.  

Make the sign of the cross together, or bless your child by tracing a cross on his or her forehead. 

Blessings to you and your family, 

Lisa Salzer 
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