
Lesson 11: Special Leaders in the Church 

Lesson Goal: To help the children understand that the Pope is the earthly leader of our universal 
Church, and the bishop leads the parishes in his local diocese. 

Key Points-  * The Catholic Church exists all over the world.     * The Pope, the bishops, and the 
pastor are special leaders in the Church. 

Suggestions: 

* Look over the Lesson 11 Activity Sheet to familiarize yourself with this week’s lesson.                   

* Sit down with your child and read this week’s scripture story.  Today our words  from the Bible are 
a prayer that Jesus said (Based on John 17:20-21,23).   He was praying for the Apostles and all the 
people around the world who believe that God loves us greatly.  Jesus wanted his work to go on 
after he went back to God the Father.  The Apostles did this, telling people in many places about 
how much God loves us.  But it has been hundreds and hundreds of years since the Apostles were 
living on earth.  So, over the years, many people have done this work, and now there are Catholics 
all over the world.  When you have large groups of people like this, there is usually a leader.  In the 
United States, we use the word “president” for our leader.  In the Catholic Church, we use the word 
“Pope” for the leader of all the Catholic people in the world. Right now, the name of our Pope is 
Pope Francis. Since the Pope can’t go everywhere, there are other leaders called “bishops”  that live 
and work in different parts of the world.  Our bishop’s name is Gregory Aymond.  

* Setting the Family Table with the Activity Sheet,  have your child color the church leaders and 
circle the picture of the Pope.  In addition, next time you are at church, point out the picture of  
Archbishop Aymond on the wall in the narthex.  Explain that this man is the leader of all the 
priests in our area. Take the time to also share a photo of Pope Francis from the internet or point 
him out next time you see him on the news. 

*

A.  ALLELU! KINDERGARTEN 



*

* Pray the Mealtime Prayer together as a family, and Through the Week, point out and name 
different countries around the world on a map or globe, and use those names in Mealtime Prayer. 

* Ask your child the Ask Me! Questions to see if he/she has learned the answers. If not, give a hint, 
and review the questions again later.  

* Introduce the Saint of the Week,  Pope Saint John XXIII, also known as “Good Pope John”.  Named 
Angelo Roncalli, he lived on a farm in Italy where his holy, loving and smart great- uncle Zaverio 
helped him to love God and see all people as God’s family.  When Angelo grew up and became a 
priest, he loved meeting and helping people in different countries.  He saw how important it is for 
people to work together even when they have different ideas. “I don’t want to hurt anyone.  I 
always try to be honest. I try to trust others,” Father Angelo said.  People saw how he loved life.  
He often smiled, laughed, and made jokes.  He became a bishop, and then, he was picked to be 
Pope! He chose to be called John.  Pope John worked hard.  He wanted Catholics to work and pray 
together and to reach out to others with respect and love.  As the popes before him,  he continued 
to make the Church a good place for people to come to know and love God. And all over the world,  
people came to love Good Pope John, too.   

* Additional suggestions:  Follow the directions on the Making Mitres attachment, and help your 
child make and decorate their own play mitre.  Explain that a mitre is a special, tall, pointed 
headdress, rather like a hat, that can only be worn by special leaders of the Church.   

* In closing, let us pray :  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.                                                                                                             

* God our Father, today we pray with all the Catholics in the whole world.  Bless our Pope, our 
bishops, and all Church leaders.  May they always do your will.   Amen.  

Make the sign of the cross together, or bless your child by tracing a cross on his or her forehead. 

Blessings to you and your family, 

Lisa Salzer 
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