
Lesson 13: Family Celebrations 

Lesson Goal: This lesson will explore ways we celebrate as family- in the home and as a parish. 

Key Points-  * Families celebrate special times.    * Sacraments are the family celebrations of our 
Church. 

Suggestions: 

* Look over the Lesson 13 Activity Sheet to familiarize yourself with this week’s lesson.                   

* Sit down with your child and read this week’s scripture story based on John 6:30, Signs of God-
with-Us.  Explain that while Jesus is not with us on earth in the same way he was when he lived 
with his friends, today we still celebrate times where Jesus is with us in a special way.  These 
special times are called Sacraments.  The church is a family, and Sacraments are our family 
celebrations.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we receive the gift of God’s grace in the 
Sacraments.  In every Sacrament, there are things that we can see that tell us God is with us.  
When we celebrate the Eucharist, we see the bread and the cup and we know Jesus is truly 
present.  In the Sacrament of Baptism,  we see the pouring of water, and we know God is with us. 
In the Sacrament of Matrimony,  we hear the promises of love a man and woman make as they are 
married, and we know God is with us.  God is also with us in family celebrations at home like 
birthdays, anniversaries and holidays. He is with us during happy times, sad times, and even when 
we are angry or silly.  No matter whether we are celebrating loudly or in a quiet time of our life,  
remember that God is always with us!  

* Setting the Family Table,  have your child complete the “ Celebrate Special Times” activity in the 
center circle. Share with your child a special time when you felt God’s presence, and ask your child 
to share a time when he/she felt that God was with him/her.   

*

*

A.  ALLELU! KINDERGARTEN 



* Pray the Mealtime Prayer together as a family, and Through the Week,  show pictures or videos of a 
family wedding or baptism.  

* Ask your child the Ask Me! Questions to see if he/she has learned the answers. If not, give a hint, 
and review the questions again later.  

* Introduce the Saint of the week, Josephine Bakhita.  Although  Bakhita means “fortunate one”, she 
was not at all fortunate or lucky growing up. She did not live with her family, and she was made to 
work very hard.  She could never play or go to school, and no one ever told her about God.  Even 
though Bakhita was treated very badly as a child, she felt something special in her heart. When she 
saw the moon, stars and sun, she wondered who made these wonderful things, and wished she 
knew who this Creator was.  Her wishes came true when she got older and went to live with 
religious sisters. They were loving and kind, and they told her all about God and God’s great love 
for her.  Bakhita understood that she was a child of God, and that the special feeling in her heart as 
a child was God with her! With her Church family, Bakhita received the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Holy Communion.  When she was baptized, she took a new name, Josephine, 
which means “God will increase.”  And, God was with her on that special day, too! 

* Additional suggestions:  Print out the attached Activity Masters 13 and 14.  Review the pictures 
that appear on the Church windows showing celebrations that take place within the Church. Have 
your child color and cut out the pictures of the church and it’s windows, then glue the windows on 
the church.  

* In closing, let us pray :  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.                                                                                                             

* Dear Jesus, we know that a Sacrament is a special celebration of the Church.  We know it is a sign 
that God is with us.  Let us all come into the presence of God with Thanksgiving. 

Make the sign of the cross together, or bless your child by tracing a cross on his or her forehead. 

Blessings to you and your family, 

Lisa Salzer 
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