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Objective 

• Reflect on God's personal invitation through Scripture 

OPEN—Let Us Pray 

Have the student gather in the prayer space and make the Sign of the Cross. 

Say: In today's Scripture passage, Jesus makes a powerful comparison. We know how much Jesus loved his 

mother and how the angel declared Mary to be "blessed" among women. Listen to what Jesus said about how we 

are just as blessed. 

Scripture 

Guide the student through the process of Scripture reflection. 

• Invite the student to be still, close his eyes, and focus on his breathing. Encourage him to open their minds and 

hearts to what God is saying to them. 

• Ask: What did you hear God say to you today? 

Getting Started 

Ask: What happens at the beginning of Mass? 

• Allow the child to respond. 

● Help the student recognize their membership in the “family” of the Church through Baptism and the 

Communion of Saints. 

Teacher Tips: Scripture and Tradition 

The Church teaches that the Word of God is conveyed in Scripture and Tradition (CCC, 80–82). 

Ask the student to close his eyes and imagine this: 

You walk into the room where you usually watch TV. You turn on the TV and there is a bright light but no 

picture. Then you hear the words: "This is God speaking to you ______." 

How would you feel? 

What would you do? 

Have the student open his eyes and share their responses. Then say: God does speak to us in many ways but 

the two most important ways are in Scripture and in Tradition.  

Remind the student that they hear God's word in Scripture every week during the Liturgy of the Word at Mass.  

Explain that Tradition with a capital "T" includes all the official beliefs of the Church that are given or handed on 

by the Pope in communion with the Bishops. Explain that when they teach, the Pope and bishops have to teach 

beliefs that are based on Scripture. 
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Chapter Story: Back in the Day 

 Use this story after the opening prayer, before explaining how we are blessed by obeying God’s Word. 

• Ask the child to share stories from his family’s history. 

• Talk about the importance of heritage and personal history; discuss the power of the written word. 

Back in the Day 

Jason and his parents huddled around the computer screen. “Look! There’s the ship!” exclaimed Jason. 

“And there’s Great-Grandpa Robert’s name on the passenger list!” 

They were visiting the Ellis Island website to find records of their family’s immigration to the United States. The 

blurry photograph and the old-fashioned handwriting revealed a defining moment in their family history that had 

influenced many of the circumstances of their lives. 

“It’s so cool looking at stuff from back in the day,” Jason said as he smiled. 

Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

Place Ignatius of Loyola in a historical context by pointing out that he was born the year before Columbus reached 

America. 

•  Read aloud the biography. 

• Point out that the Society of Jesus (also known as the Jesuits) started with only a few men, but it hassince 

grown into a successful order. Discuss what that indicates about Ignatius, his followers, and his mission. 

• Tell the student that in 2013 Pope Francis was the first Jesuit to become Pope. 

Beginning the Mass 

Ask the student to silently read the two paragraphs. 

People of Faith 

• Explain that for several years, Jerome lived the life of a hermit. Legend has it that while he wasfasting, praying, 

and living a hard life, he found a lion with a thorn in its paw. According to the story, the lion let Jerome remove 

the thorn and then the lion showed gratitude by remaining with the Saint as a companion. 

• Ask a volunteer to read aloud the text on Saint Jerome. 

• Encourage the students to answer the Discuss question with any interesting facts they may know. 

People of Faith Activity: Saint Jerome, c. 341–420 

Saint Jerome, c. 341–420 

September 30 

When Saint Jerome was alive, most people spoke Latin. Because the Bible was written in Greek or 

Hebrew, most people couldn’t read it. Jerome thought that everyone should be able to discover the Word of God, 

so he spent the rest of his life translating the Bible into Latin. His translation was called the Vulgate. The Church 

used it as the main Bible for almost 1,500 years. Jerome also wrote explanations about parts of the Bible that are 

hard to understand. These explanations are called commentaries. Saint Jerome wrote many other things, 

including history books and stories about Saints. 
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Discuss: What do you know about the Bible? 

Jerome is a patron Saint of librarians, archeology, translation, and Bible scholars. His Vulgate took fifteen years to 

complete. He is considered one of the many Doctors of the Church. Jerome is often shown as a cardinal attended 

by a lion, as a hermit, or as a scholar, with an owl and writing tools beside him. 


