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Invite
Catechist Tips: God’s Call

The Church teaches that God has created us to love and serve him (CCC 358).

Say: Today we are going to talk about answering God's call. Write the word vocation on the
board or on chart paper. The word vocation comes from the Latin verb vocare. Write the word
vocare on the board or on chart paper. It means to call. God calls us to love him, to serve him,
and to be happy with him forever. Our job is to figure out what the best way is for us to
serve God.

Ask: When have you done a service for someone? Allow responses.●

Ask: How did you feel after you did the service? Allow responses.●

Ask: Have you ever done something for someone when it was difficult, or you really did●

not want to? Allow responses.

Then Say: So, sometimes service is easy and we get lots of approval for it. Other times it is
hard and we need God's grace to help us. God promises all of his grace in the Sacrament
of Baptism. There are two other Sacraments which give grace to help people serve who
are called to be priests or married people.
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The Sacrament of Holy Orders helps bishops, priests, and deacons. The Sacrament of
Matrimony helps married people.

Ask: Why do you think priests and married people might need special graces to help them●

serve? Accept all reasonable responses; clarify if necessary.

Ask the children to turn in their books to the Catholic Faith Words feature on page 258. Have the
children read the text silently and tell them to look for the differences between each of the groups.
When they are ready, invite volunteers to name some differences (lay people and ordained do not
take vows; lay people are not ordained)

Summarize by saying everyone receives the call to love and serve God. We have a choice in the way
we live out our call.

Chapter Story: Fair Weather Friends

Use this story after the opening prayer, before talking about being a disciple of Jesus.
• Ask: Have you ever left or been unavailable when someone needed your help? Encourage the
children to share stories of being available and willingly helping someone else.
• After connecting our sacrifices with the sacrifice of Jesus, transition back to the lesson instruction.

Fair Weather Friends

“Hey, Ty,” Bart called out to his friend as he grabbed his books, “you still coming over tonight to help
me with my science project?”

“Yeah, of course,” Ty replied.

“I can’t do it without you,” said Bart. “You know it’s not my best subject, and I’ve got to make a good
grade on this.”

“Don’t worry. I’ll be there.” Ty said as he hurried off.

That night, after dinner, Bart went into the garage and flipped on the lights. He had been putting off
getting started because Ty hadn’t come over yet.

“I wonder where Ty is,” he said to himself as he pulled wires and electrical tape out of a drawer.

His phone chimed with an incoming text. It was Ty: “can’t make it 2nite; best movie ever on tv.”

Bart tossed his phone back on the workbench. “When am I going to learn,” he mumbled with disgust.
“Ty’s fun to hang out with, but you just can’t count on him when it matters.”

Discover
Catechist Tips: Reaching All Learners - One Step at a Time

Any task with a series of steps can be discouraging for children who find it difficult to focus on more
than one thing at a time.

Help them break the job down into parts on separate note cards.●

Check with these children frequently to encourage them and help them navigate the steps.●
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Catechist Tips: Story

You’ll need "Hope for Juan" from To Act Justly.

Gather group in a story circle. Read this account of the plight of a sick child in Guatemala. Discuss the
help the child needed and what it took to provide help.

Catechist Tips: Answering God's Call

After proclaiming “The Compassion of Jesus” (Matthew 9:35-38), on page 258, ask the children to
name some of the people they know who labor for the harvest. Choose a variety of kinds of service
from their examples, pointing out that there are different ways to carry out the mission of Jesus. Ask
each student to think of one person who does this. If an individual cannot think of one, help him or her
think about parish leaders or family members. Have each one write his or her person's name and then
write a sentence of thanks to that person. After each "thank you" is read to the class, encourage the
student to say or write a thank-you to the person he or she named.


