
Lesson 25: Jesus Dies 

Lesson Goal:  This lesson will introduce the children to the Passion Story. 

Key Points-  *  Some people did not understand who Jesus was. They hurt and killed him.   *  This 
was not the end of the story- Jesus told his friends that death would not win.    

Suggestions: 

* Look over the Lesson 25 Activity Sheet to familiarize yourself with this week’s lesson.                   

* Sit down with your child and read This Week’s Scripture Story, “Jesus Dies,” based on Matthew 
27:45-61 and John 19:17-42.  Explain that it is a very important story with some sad parts, but 
that it has a very happy ending.  It was the feast of Passover, and Jesus was in the city of 
Jerusalem.  He knew that he would soon die because some people did not understand who Jesus 
was.  He also knew that death would not win.  Some people made fun of Jesus as they were 
hurting him, and they put him on a cross to die. The morning passed, but Jesus had not yet died.  
Then it became dark, even though it was the middle of the day!  Jesus looked down from the 
Cross. He saw his mother Mary there, and his friends John, Mary Magdalen, and some others.  
Jesus asked John to become like a son to Mary, and asked Mary to become like a mother to John.  
A little later, Jesus called out to God the Father, and then he died. Suddenly the earth shook! There 
was an earthquake! The curtain hanging in the Temple began ripping. Seeing all that was 
happening, a soldier said, “Truly, this was the Son of God!” A good man who was a follower of 
Jesus bravely asked the governor if he could take Jesus’ body down from the Cross.  He was told 
yes, and he did.  He wrapped Jesus’ body in a soft, clean cloth and carried it to a cave- like tomb.  
He laid Jesus’ body down in the tomb, and then he rolled a huge stone in front of the opening to 
the tomb.  He then went home.  Mary Magdalene and another friend stayed near the tomb. The 
day that Jesus died is called Good Friday.  Even though it was a sad day, we call it Good Friday,” 
because God brought something good out of it. We will hear the happy ending to this Sacred 
Scripture story in our next lesson.  

*

A.  ALLELU! KINDERGARTEN 



* Setting the Family Table, have your child complete the Jesus Dies for Us activity in the circle inside 
the activity sheet.   

* Pray the Mealtime Prayer as a family, and Through the Week invite your child to express his/ her 
feelings about the Death of Jesus.  Remind him/ her that although it was sad that Jesus died, God 
brought something good out of it. 

* Ask the Ask Me! Questions, and see if your child can give you the answers.  If not, give a hint, and 
review the questions again later. 

* Introduce the Saint of the Week, John, first century.  One day while John, his brother James, and 
his father Zebedee were sitting in their boat fixing their fishing nets on shore,  three men walked 
towards the boat: Jesus, Peter and Andrew.  Peter and Andrew were fisherman and brothers, just 
like John and James. Jesus called to them, and asked them to be his followers.  John and James 
threw down their fishing nets, climbed out of the boat, and went off with Jesus.  From then on, 
John stayed close to Jesus. He saw huge crowds following Jesus, and saw Jesus healing people.  
There he understood Jesus’ love for children and all people.  John saw Jesus bring a little girl who 
had died back to life! He saw Jesus on a mountaintop speaking with holy men who had lived long 
ago! John had been with Jesus all along, and he was with him as he was dying on the Cross. Jesus 
asked Mary to treat John as her son now, and John to treat her as his mother.  John stayed with 
Mary from then on.  What John did not know at the time was that the story of Jesus was not over! 

* Additional activity:  Pray the Way of the Cross with your child at church, and talk about each 
station.  Remember not to dwell too much on the graphic details, as very young children may not 
be able to handle this yet.  Remind him/her throughout that while this story is very sad at times, it 
has a happy ending.  

* In closing, let us pray :  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.                                                                                                             

* Dear Jesus,   In good times,  In bad times,  In all times, You are with us,  and we thank you!   
Amen.  

Make the sign of the cross together, or bless your child by tracing a cross on his or her forehead. 

Blessings to you and your family, 

Lisa Salzer 
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