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September 15, 2021 

Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows 

Dear Fellow Pilgrims, 

I am reminded of a quote from St. Vincent de Paul which merits reflection: “Even were the entire 
world to rise up to destroy us, it could do nothing but what is pleasing to God, in Whom we have 
placed our hope.” In some mysterious way, that often eludes us, God’s Will is found in every 
moment. The virtue of hope, with God’s Grace, is what sustains us and keeps us from descending 
into darkness and despair. Fear is fed by the unknown, but fear, in the words of our Lord, is useless. 
What is needed is faith (cf. Mark 5:38; Luke 8:50).  

On the 16th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, Category 4 Hurricane Ida hit the coast of Louisiana 
at Port Fourchon with maximum sustained winds of 150-mph. Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards 
said, “Hurricane Ida is one of the strongest storms to make landfall in Louisiana in modern times.” 
Hurricane Ida has displaced thousands of families across Southeastern Louisiana and along the 
coast of Mississippi. It has caused tremendous suffering for many people, including several of our 
pilgrims who are now faced with the task of rebuilding their homes and their lives. Divine Mercy 
Parish has sustained substantial roof and water damage to the Church building and other auxiliary 
buildings on the parish campus. With the help of God’s grace to strengthen us, we now begin the 
extensive road to recovery in the weeks and months ahead.      

This has been a long and arduous 18 months since the Covid-19 pandemic has gripped our world 
and changed our lives. Now, many of us face the task of rebuilding in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Ida. As happened last year, I must once again make a decision that will affect each of you, my 
fellow pilgrims, whom the Lord has entrusted to my care on so many faith-filled, spiritual journeys 
over the past 12 years. We have prayed and worshiped in the places of many Christian Saints and 
the sites of numerous Marian devotions, touching the foundations of our Faith, and uncovering the 
hidden treasures of so many beautiful cities and villages.  

The Lord is asking me to make a decision as it relates to our Pilgrimage to the Shrines of Canada 
scheduled to depart in less than 30 days. After much prayer and appropriate consultation, I have 
decided that the most prudent course of action, recognizing that so many of you are facing great 
challenges in the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Ida, is to postpone our Pilgrimage to the 
Shrines of Canada until 2022. The new dates for the pilgrimage will be August 23 – September 1, 
2022.   

I know that some will be “relieved” at this announcement, as many of you face the difficult 
challenge of rebuilding. I know some will “understand” that the reason for this decision is based 
upon the current circumstances that we find ourselves enduring in the aftermath of Hurricane Ida. 



And I know others will be “disappointed” in my decision, as you have looked forward to this 
journey for over two years: postponed once because of the Covid-19 pandemic and now a second 
time because of Hurricane Ida. For those who are disappointed, please know that my decision is 
based on what is in the best interest of the majority of our pilgrims, many of whom face a difficult 
road ahead. Jesus says in St. John’s Gospel: “I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). In this moment of great suffering for so many individuals at 
Divine Mercy Parish and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School, I would not be fulfilling my call as 
priest and pastor to abandon my parish and my parishioners in this hour of great need. I hope you 
understand that given our current circumstances my priestly duties compel me not to be away from 
the parish for an extended period of time.     

Magnificat Travel will transfer all reservations to our new dates: August 23 – September 1, 2022. I 
am grateful for their cooperation and support. Please reach out to them directly with any questions 
or concerns.   
 
Mary, this beautiful woman who suffered the loss of her husband Joseph and the brutal death of 
her beloved Son, was no stranger to the pain and agony of human existence. She went before us, 
and today she offers to accompany us in our suffering, our doubts, and our struggles. We can have 
no more powerful, more loving, more perfect human companion in hard times than the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Let us turn to our Blessed Mother to intercede for us and for all those who are 
experiencing hardships in the aftermath of Hurricane Ida. Like Mary, let us stand with our fellow 
pilgrims, family members, and neighbors at the foot of their cross and seek ways to assist them in 
this time of great suffering, loss, and pain.  
 
Looking forward to praying with you and for you on these days of pilgrimage, I remain, 
 
Sincerely in the Lord, 

 
Reverend Father Robert T. Cooper 
Pastor 
 
RTC/cji 


